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Anya Toomre Studios Newsletter 

Fall’s Really Here 
Even though I usually associate September with the start of school and 
cooler weather, it’s not really fall until October. In my garden though this 
is the time of year for the fruit from my apple and quince trees. The 
apples are left for the birds, squirrels and deer. But the quince are 
available to anyone in the area who would like some. They can’t be eaten 
raw but need to be cooked as jams or jellies or candies first. Let me know 
if you’re interested in having or trying some. October brings the change 
of colors and Inktober - 31 days of ink drawings!      
   

What’s Been Happening… 

Got in some Urban Sketching 
After the fun of urban sketching in 
Amsterdam in July, I led a couple of 
urban sketching workshops through 
the City of Redmond Arts Program. I 
had a class in August in the very 
urban Downtown Park in the middle 
of Redmond. It was a beautiful day 

and the students and I got to try out 
various tips and techniques of how to approach sketching outside and 
how to narrow down one’s focus. In late September I taught another 
group at a different local park, Grass Lawn Park, where the focus was 
drawing people and including them in one’s urban sketches.  
 

I got in some of my own 
practice urban sketching with local chapters of Urban Sketchers 
Seattle and a new 
group, Urban 
Sketchers Issaquah/
Sammamish. The 
Seattle Urban 
Sketchers met at the 
Google Campus in 
Kirkland, WA 
where there is a 
train caboose! It 
was a main 
attraction to draw 
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and was painted with many shades of red. I forgot my paints so I just did my caboose in ink. The Issaquah/
Sammamish group met at Boehm’s Candies & Chocolates for its inaugural event. The sun obliged us and came 
out and 17 sketchers came to this first event. To help with motivation, there were offerings of chocolate fudge 
passed out!  

 

 
Fall Workshops started 
September brought the beginning of the school year and the start of 
workshops. I am currently teaching a 6-week workshop on Travel 
Journaling in Ink and Watercolor. I love this class because I have the 
satisfaction of helping people get their stories out and down in both 
words and pictures. Drawing and writing about a trip really brings 
back memories and lets people identify the parts that resonated with 
them. I also enjoy this workshop because I can vicariously live through 
other people’s trips! I’ve heard lots about Australia, France, Italy, 
Japan, Palm Desert, CA and Scotland. (Student images by P. 
Haridasyam, J. Heard, G. Kadish and S. Monette-Czarnecki). 
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Podcast, Website or Book Recommendation Time 
I want to recommend the newsletter and website brainpickings by Maria Popova (www.brainpickings.org). In 
her words, “Brain Pickings has a free Sunday digest of the week's most interesting and inspiring articles across 
art, science, philosophy, creativity, children's books, and other strands of our search for truth, beauty, and 
meaning.” It’s very thoughtful with lots of links to explore. You can either look at her articles online or sign up 
for her weekly newsletter. Let me know what you think or if you have a podcast, website or book to 
recommend. 

Coming Up 
A Quilt Will Go Traveling! 
My eldest headed off to art school (Maine College of Art) in 
August and in October I have a break so I will head off to 
Maine to go visit him. I never went to art school and this will be 
my first trip to Portland, ME so this will be fun. I will also bring 
his newly finished quilt! I didn’t get it finished in time for him 
to take it with him. Fortunately nether he nor the quilt seem to 
mind the delay. 

More Workshops Start at the End of October 
If the early September workshops didn’t work for you, more of 
mine start up again during the last week of October. Check out my website for my workshops, schedules and 
registration and Cloud 9 Art School’s catalog for other art classes being offered.  I’m offering ones on Drawing 
and Sketching Maps, Illustrating Recipes, Playing with Your Food in a Sketchbook and Travel Journaling.  
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I’ll be at a couple of libraries in October and November leading nature sketching workshops. They are free but 
space is limited. Check the Redmond Library Events for Sunday, October 20th, 1:00-4:00 and the Duvall 
Library Events on Saturday, November 2nd from 1:00-4:00. 

The Urban Sketchers Issaquah/Sammamish group will be meeting monthly on various Wednesday mornings. 
The next sketching outing is October 16th at 10:00 am at the Issaquah Fish Hatchery, 125 W. Sunset Way, 
Issaquah, WA 98027. Meet by the bridge over the Issaquah Creek. It’s a closed group on Facebook but just ask 
to join. (https://www.facebook.com/groups/431477597468381/). 

Please feel free to share this newsletter to anyone you think might be interested or have them go to my website 
to sign up for my email list. I try to send out a newsletter every couple of months. Earlier issues are available 
on my website’s About page. The next one will come out December 1, 2019.  

Keep creating and enjoy the moments of beauty you come across. 

Anya 

Anya Toomre Studios 

www.anyatoomre.com 

anyatoomre@yahoo.com 
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