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Welcome to June! 
Spring is my favorite season and June is my favorite month because 
it’s my birthday and growing up the weather was sunny and warm but 
not too hot. I hope you’ve been well and that the seasons are 
progressing as you’d like. March through May were lovely here in the 
Pacific Northwest. There have been blue skies and sunny days and 
lots of spring flowers. 

I decided to change my business name to Anya Toomre Studios to be 
less of a mouthful and make it easier to include my textiles under the 
“Studio” umbrella. Same things, just a slight different name.   
       

What’s Been Happening… 
New Classes Ran 
I had two new classes in March and April. One was Illustrating and Sketching Maps. We were using ink and 
watercolor. Illustrated maps can be more free-form than a traditional cartographic map, and in all these maps, 
points of interest or importance can be highlighted. Some maps were from memory, some metaphorical, and 
some recorded favorite places we’d been to. It’s fun to see what ideas people will come up with given a 
prompt. 
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The other new workshop was Drawing and Illustrating Recipes. There are so many different ways to illustrate 
recipes. So much material and so many possibilities! My students did a great job coming up with recipes to fit 
different recipe styles. Try doing a recipe without words for example! 

 

A great illustrated cookbook that was discovered during the class is called Salt, 
Fat, Acid, Heat by Samin Nosrat and illustrated by Wendy MacNaughton. 
Check it out at the library or Amazon. I got a copy just for the illustrations so I 
can’t say anything about the recipes! 

Finn and Nancy 
I was lucky enough to work on this pet portrait commission of 
Finn and his person Nancy. They looked so sweet together and 
so happy. It’s also amazing how big some dogs can be! Contact 
me if you are interested in an ink and watercolor portrait. I work 
from your photographs. https://www.anyatoomre.com/pet-
portraits 
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Jantzen Beach Carousel Horses 
I went to Portland, OR for a weekend and while there I was able to meet an online friend Kate Powell and her 
husband and got to see their studio, MPF Conservation. They had 15 antique carousel horses that they were 
examining to give a restoration estimate. Two other visiting artists and I were able to spend 4-5 hours looking 
at and sketching some of the horses. In addition to the horses, I was able to see tables, chairs, sofas and textiles 
that they were in the midst of repairs, refinishing and cleaning. So interesting! Working in a place like that is 
one of my bucket list items. 
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Worked on a Narrative Illustration Project 
I have spent the past five months getting immersed in the world of illustration with Tara Larsen Chang at 
Cloud 9 Art School. The first three months were a quick intensive introduction to illustration basics on 
composition, values, and color. The past two months were spent working on my own narrative illustration from 
conception to finish. It has been one of the best courses I have ever taken and one of the hardest. Most of my 
art has been drawn from what is right in front of me or from pictures. I have never taken a group of things that 
didn’t exist together before and put them in a picture. What a challenge! I am more impressed with the skill of 
illustrators than ever before. There will be a class show at Tsuga Gallery in Bothell, WA. The opening is 
Saturday, June 29th.  

POP-UP SHOW WITH TARA LARSEN CHANG & HER 
CLOUD 9 ART CLASS: VISUAL STORYTELLING – THE 
ART OF NARRATIVE PAINTING  
MEET & GREET THE ARTISTS: SATURDAY, JUNE 29, 
4PM–7PM  
June 25 - July 20, 2019

Podcast, Website and Book Recommendation 
I like to read books on creativity, mindfulness and 

psychology. Before 
Happiness by Shawn 
Achor is a book I’ve 
been reading (click for 
the Amazon link). I 
love when I find 
connections to 
unexpected things. I 
found some ideas in this 
book that applied to my 
Illustrating and Sketching Maps class. Let me know what you think if you 
read it or if you have other recommendations for books you think I should try, 
please let me know. 

Coming Up 
I will be heading to Amsterdam in July for the 10th International Urban Sketchers’ Symposium. I’ve been 
wanting to visit Amsterdam for years, and now I get to sketch it with hundreds of other people! One of the 
classes I’ve signed up for is one on drawing windmills. Sketches and pictures coming up later! 

I’m taking a couple of months off from teaching but in August I start again. I am offering some 3-hour Urban 
Sketching workshops through the City of Redmond Arts and Recreation Department. We’ll be meeting at 
various places around the city. The dates haven’t been set yet. Look on the city website for more info. 
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In September, I’ll be at Cloud 9 Art School again with three six-
week workshops: Travel Journaling, Keeping a Fall Garden 
Journal (offered at two different times) and Playing with Your 
Food in a Sketchbook. For more information and to register, go to 
my website (www.anyatoomre.com/workshops). 

Thank you to all of you who have been encouraging and 
supporting me so far in this journey to be a full-time artist and 
running my own business. It’s an adventure I’ve been enjoying 
even though it’s challenging. Please feel free to share this 
newsletter to anyone you think might be interested or have them 
go to my website to sign up for my email list. I try to send out a 
newsletter every couple of months. Earlier issues are available on 
my website’s About page. The next one will come out in the first 
week of August 2019. I will be traveling and away from my 
computer and won’t be able to update with Amsterdam photos 
until I get home. 

Keep creating and enjoy the moments of beauty you come across. 

Anya 

Anya Toomre Studios 

anyatoomre@yahoo.com 
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