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Anya Toomre Studios Newsletter 

Welcome to August! 
June and July for me are the time of the end of school and the beginning of vacations and the start of hot 
weather. August is still summer but there are hints of fall in the air. Enjoy this next month of longer days and 
less traffic before the school year starts up again.          

What’s Been Happening… 
Taught a Sketching Workshop at the Local Library 
I taught a Draw Your Day visual journaling workshop at the Redmond 
Library in early June. That was a delight. I was thrilled to see the interest 
and enthusiasm in the community for sketching. There were 15 in the class 
with 18 on the waitlist! I will be doing this again later in the year. More 
details as the workshops come closer. 

 

Pop-Up Show forVisual Illustration Class 
Late June brought together the final student 
projects from a five-month journey into 
visual storytelling and narrative illustration 
led by Tara Larsen Chang. We had a three-
week pop-up show at Tsuga Fine Art and 
Framing. It was so interesting seeing all the 
finished pieces because for most of them, I 
remember where we had all started and with 
what kind of ideas. My first ideas had 
nothing to do with a cat. It took me a long 
time to get to there and I’m pleased with the 
way it turned out. 
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http://www.taralarsenchang.com
http://www.tsugafineart.com
http://www.tsugafineart.com
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Traveling and Sketching in the Boston area and 
Amsterdam!  
For the past couple of weeks I’ve been traveling. I spent a 
few days before and after my trip to Amsterdam with my 
parents on the east coast. I also got in a couple of quick 
meet-ups with some fellow artists in the New England 
area. Easier to meet there than in Seattle!  

I went to Amsterdam for the first time both to be a tourist 
and for the 10th International Urban Sketchers 
Symposium happening over July 24th-27th. What a 
beautiful place! Imagine hundreds of sketchers all over 
the city all with their sketchbooks out and drawing. There 
was a chance to meet up with sketchers I had met at last year’s symposium in Porto, Portugal, and other urban 
sketchers as well as meet people from Sketchbook Skool, an online art school I’ve been part of since 2014. 
What fun! If only I sketched faster and it hadn’t been so hot (100 degree days!!), I’d have many more filled 
sketchbook pages!  

I attended three workshops 
and a demo at the symposium 
with the very talented artists: 
Pat Southern Pearce, Anne-
Rose Osterbaan, Róisin 
Curé and Jörg Asselborn, 
each with very different ways 
of drawing. Each of the 
workshops was interesting 
and challenging. I learned a 
lot and was inspired. I hope that 
I will take what I learned and use it in future sketches. 
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http://www.urbansketchers.org
http://www.urbansketchers.org
http://www.sketchbookskool.com
https://www.facebook.com/pat.southernpearce
https://www.instagram.com/anneroseoosterbaan3060/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/anneroseoosterbaan3060/?hl=en
https://roisincure.com
https://roisincure.com
https://www.instagram.com/joergasselborn/?hl=en
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The next symposium was announced and it will be in Hong Kong, 08-11 April 2020! I have to wait and see if I 
can go. 

I couldn’t go to the Netherlands without looking for windmills. I took a trip to 
Zaanse Schans northwest of Amsterdam and saw some there. There was only a 
chance to appreciate them on the tour rather than time to sketch. There is still a 

windmill in Amsterdam called 
de Gooyer. I found it on my 
last day in Amsterdam and 
drew a pen and ink sketch of 
it before I stopped because of 
the heat. (4th day of 100 plus 
degree heat!)  

There is a windmill in 
Redmond, WA at Marymoor 
Park, 10 minutes away, that I 
now want to tackle sketching. 

Podcast, Website and Book 
Recommendation 
A website I want to recommend is 
www.thisiscolossal.com. They celebrate 
art in all different forms: art, design, 
photography, craft, illustration and more. 
You can sign up for their daily email and 

get three or four artists from all sorts of 
media highlighted. The website has longer articles with many more images. To the left is an image from the 
article Three Cats in Japan Have a Closet Full of Custom-Made Hats Felted From Their Shedded Fur. To 
the right is an image from The Full English Alphabet Painted on Store Shutters in 26 Different Fonts by Ben 
Eine 

Anya Toomre STUDIOS Newsletter !3

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/De_Gooyer,_Amsterdam
http://www.thisiscolossal.com
https://www.thisiscolossal.com/2019/08/cat-hats/
https://www.thisiscolossal.com/2019/08/ben-eine-alphabet/
https://www.thisiscolossal.com/2019/08/ben-eine-alphabet/
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Coming Up 
A Kiddo Leaves the Nest 
The main change happening in August for me is that my eldest is heading off to college! He’s going across 
country to the Maine College of Art in Portland, Maine. Can I live vicariously through him and get all his 
course materials?! It’ll be a great adventure and he’s more than ready to head off. Good for him. 

Fall Teaching Schedule 
I’ve taken a couple of months off from teaching but in August I start again. I will be teaching an introductory 3-
hour Urban Sketching workshop at Redmond’s Downtown Park Saturday, August 24th. Look at the City of 
Redmond Arts and Recreation catalog for more info and to register. 

I’ll be back at Cloud 9 Art School again in September with a new 
6-week workshop, Keeping a Fall Garden Journal (offered at two 
different times) as well as two of my favorites: Travel Journaling, 
and Playing with Your Food in a Sketchbook. For more 
information and to register, go to my website 
(www.anyatoomre.com/workshops). 

Thank you again for all your support, encouragement and ideas. 
Being an artist full-time and figuring out how to make a living 
from it requires the help and input from a lot of people. It’s an 
adventure I’ve been enjoying even though it’s challenging.  

Please feel free to share this newsletter to anyone you think might 
be interested or have them go to my website to sign up for my 
email list. I try to send out a newsletter every couple of months. 
Earlier issues are available on my website’s About page. The next 
one will come out October 1, 2019.  

Keep creating and enjoy the moments of beauty you come across. 

Anya 

Anya Toomre Studios 

anyatoomre@yahoo.com 
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https://apm.activecommunities.com/redmondparksandrec/Activity_Search?txtActivitySearch=urban%20sketching&applyFiltersDefaultValue=true&cat=Activities
https://apm.activecommunities.com/redmondparksandrec/Activity_Search?txtActivitySearch=urban%20sketching&applyFiltersDefaultValue=true&cat=Activities
https://www.cloud9artschool.com/adults-classes
http://www.anyatoomre.com/workshops
http://www.anyatoomre.com/workshops
http://www.anyatoomre.com/about
http://www.anyatoomre.com
mailto:anyatoomre@yahoo.com
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