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Anya Toomre Art & Illustration Newsletter 
 
Greetings! 

Summer is ending and school and classes are beginning here in the Pacific 
Northwest. The temperature is actually dropping and the weather is 
changing. Hopefully fall means more rain for my very dry trees and plants 
in the garden. Thank you to all of you who have been encouraging and 
supporting me so far, and also for those who have signed up to be on my 
email list. I’m on a roll and this is my second newsletter! If you missed the 
first, it is available on my website on my About page. The next will come 
out in three months on December 1.  

What’s Been Happening… 
 9th International Urban Sketcher’s 
Symposium in Porto, Portugal 
In July I went to Portugal to go to the annual 
Urban Sketcher’s Symposium in Porto. There 
were about 800 other sketchers there from 46 
different countries! It was inspiring and 
intimidating to see all these other artists and 
sketchers and their beautiful sketchbooks. 

I got to take workshops from Pedro Loureiro, 
Fred Lynch, Rob Sketcherman and Paul 
Wang. I learned a lot from each instructor and 
also from seeing the work of the other 

students in class. 
 
Trip to Portugal and the Azores 
Related to the Urban Sketcher’s Symposium, I extended my trip in 
Portugal to almost two weeks visiting Porto, Lisbon, Sintra and the 
island of São Miguel in the Azores. The weather was lovely, people 
were friendly and my happiest discovery were all the tiles! The 
traditional pastry pastel de nata was nice but the tiles and the sheer 
variety was fantastic. I have a lot of ideas of what to do with 
drawings of them.  I’m thinking of  putting them onto fabric and 
then making things with it. I can combine painting and textiles! 
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Fairs and Fabric 
Over the past several months I have been working again with my fabric and 
quilting. I have a quilt that I started in 2004 that I decided that I needed to 
finish. A few months ago I gave myself a challenge to work on the quilt daily 
and I am almost finished! Coincidently, I was invited to participate as a 
vendor in a local fair and thought that having some fabric items would be a 
good addition to my cards and prints. It turns out that I have been having a 
great time making quilted zippered bags, and fabric and quilted coasters. I 
did three fairs this summer (Redmond Cat/Craft Revolution, being a vendor 
at an Illuminating Women event, and Celebrate Woodinville). They were 
small venues, but I enjoyed them all. It was fun meeting everyone that 
stopped by and it was gratifying to have people like my things well enough 
to purchase them with their hard earned money. 

Coming Up 

Travel Journal and Playing with Your Food Workshops 
Next week, Wednesday, 05 Sep 2018, will be the start of one of my 
Creating a Travel Journal with Ink and Watercolor workshops. An 
evening option is available starting Monday, 10 September 2018 at 
Cloud 9 Art School in Bothell. I have a Monday night option 
available for this workshop as well. My travel journal will be of my 
trip to Portugal. What a surprise!   

My Playing with Your Food in a Sketchbook workshops begin in mid-
October. Check out my website for more information and to register. 
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Show of My Prints at the Redmond Senior Center 
In October my work will be on display for a month or so at the 
Redmond Senior Center, 8703 160th Avenue NE, Redmond, WA. I 
will have prints of drawings from Cuba as well as some of my fall 
leaf drawings. Stop by and take a look if you are in the area. I will 
update on my website when I know the exact dates. 

Holiday Bazaars 
I liked doing the summer fairs well enough, that I’m ready to tackle a couple of Holiday bazaars. 
Saturday, 17 Nov 2018, I will be at the My Friends and More Holiday Bazaar at the IUOC Hall, 18701 
120th Ave NE in Bothell, 10 am - 5 pm.  And on Saturday, 02 Dec 2018, I’ll be at the Redmond Lights 
Holiday Market at the Redmond Senior Center, 8703 160th Avenue NE, Redmond, 12 pm - 6 pm. There 
should be a wide selection of hand crafted items from local artisans at both events. I will have my cards 
and prints as well as handmade fabric items.  

Regular Offerings 

Pet Portraits, cards and prints from my sketchbooks, and now fabric and quilted coasters, and quilted 
zippered boxed bags are always available. If you’ve seen any of my things from postings online on 
Facebook or Instagram or from my website and are interested, please contact me - 
anyatoomreart@yahoo.com. I’d love to work with you and find what makes you happy. 

I give 5% from my card and print sales to the Hispanic Federation to help Puerto Rico’s recovery for 
Hurricane Maria last year, and 5% from pet portraits goes to the Seattle Humane Society. 
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http://www.anyatoomre.com
https://www.anyatoomre.com/shop/pet-portraits-9x12-ink-and-watercolor
https://www.facebook.com/anyatoomreart
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If you are interested in private lessons or tutoring, please get in touch.  I can work with you long term or 
just one or two times if you only want a boost to get going on a project. I can have you at my house or 
meet at the Redmond library. If I travel to your home, it will be a little bit more per lesson. 

I have a shop at Society6 where I have put my art on a variety of 
products from art and canvas prints to wall clocks, bath mats, shower 
curtains, phone cases, stickers, pouches and tote bags. Feel free to 
poke around and see what’s available. I’m always adding to my 
collection.  

Enjoy the fall. I like to draw the changing seasons and it’s much more 
comfortable to quilt!  Please forward this newsletter to anyone you 
think might be interested. And if you’d like to receive this newsletter 
on a regular basis, please sign up on my website. 

All the best, 

Anya 

Anya Toomre Art & Illustration 

anyatoomreart@yahoo.com
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